MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


REFERENCES 


BASKARAN, N., N. SIVAGANESAN & J. KRISHNAMOORTY (1997): Food habits 
of Sloth Bear in Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary, Tamil Nadu, 
Southern India. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 94: 1-9. 

CHAMPION, H.G. & S.K. SETH (1968): A revised survey of the forest 
types of India. Manager of Publications, Govt. of India Press, 
New Delhi. Pp. 404. 

Desai, A.A., N. BASKARAN & S. VENKATESH (1997): Behavioural ecology 
of the Sloth Bear in Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary and National 
Park, Tamil Nadu. Bombay Natural History Society and 
Tamil Nadu Forest Department, Report. Pp. 29. 

EISENBERG, J.F. & M. Lockuarr (1972): An ecological reconnaissance 
of Wilpattu National Park, Ceylon. Smithsonian Contributions 
to Zoology 101: 1-118. 

GoKuLA, V., N. SIVAGANESAN & M. VARADARAJAN (1995): Food of 
the Sloth Bear (Melursus ursinus) in Mundanthurai plateau, 
Tamil Nadu. J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 92: 408-410. 

GopaL, R. (1991): Ethological observation on the Sloth Bear (Melursus 
ursinus). Indian Forester 117: 915-920. 

JOHNSINGH, A.J.T. (1981): Ecology and behaviour of the dhole with 


special reference to prey-predator relation in Bandipur. Ph.D. 
Dissertation, Madurai University, Madurai, India. Pp. 306. 

JOHNSINGH, A.J.T. (2003): Bear conservation in India. J. Bombay Nat. 
Hist. Soc. 100: 190-201. 

Josut, A.R., D.L. GARSHELIs & J.L.D. Smiru (1997): Seasonal and habitat- 
related diets of Sloth Bears in Nepal. Journal of Mammology 
78(2): 584-597. 

LAURIE, A. & J. SEIDENSTICKER (1977): Behavioural ecology of the Sloth 
Bear (Melursus ursinus). London. Journal of Zoology 182: 
187-204. 

PRATER, S.H. (1965): The Book of Indian Animals. 3rd Edn. Bombay 
Natural History Society, Mumbai. Pp. 124-127. 

SRIKUMARAN, P.G & M. BALAKRISHNAN (2002): Seed dispersal by the 
Sloth Bear (Melursus ursinus) in South India. Biotropica 34(3): 
474-477. 

YOGANAND, K., A.J.T. JOHNsINGH & C.G, Rick (2005): Evaluating Panna 
National Park with special reference to the ecology of Sloth Bear. 
Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, India. Final project report. 
Pp 172 
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On May 23, 2008, while on a visit to a breeding site of 
Black-headed Ibis at Paldi village, situated 8 km north of 
Visnagar, Gujarat, India, we observed three pairs of the Bird 
busy selecting their nesting site. On approaching closer, we 
observed red coloration on the bare hind neck of one bird 
(Fig. 1). Similar coloration was recorded on May 29, 2008, 
in a bird in a flock of 44 birds at a breeding site at Ralisana 
village. On June 14, 2008, we observed two birds with red 
lores and scattered red spots on the throat, besides a red hind 
neck and mantle, building their nest at Civil Hospital, 
Visnagar. 

During the breeding season, we observed 93 pairs, out 
of which 17 birds with a red hind neck and mantle, and 
3 birds with red lores and scattered red spots on the throat 
were recorded. The breeding plumage of Black-headed [bis 





Fig. 1: Black-headed Ibis with mysterious characters 


is well described in literature (Grimmett et al. 1998; Gadhvi 
2001; Ali 2002; Kumar et al. 2005) and there is no mention 
of any red coloration on body parts during the breeding season. 
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